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By-election 
may be called 

ans r 'o" 0 *^ «<• 

r«s^n«tion of parish councillor 
John Doman. as revealed by the 
echo in July. 

£ Si 3 '’®' "' f, 9 h " n 9 

councillors who are members of 
Crays Hill Residents' Association 
For an election to be held, ten local i 
voters must ask for one in writing 
If more than one candidate Is 
nominated, an election will be held 
no later than November 27. 

If no election is called for. a new 
councillor can be appointed 
through an interview process 

Burglars net 

£ 2,700 haul 

> CROOKS stole CP 'OO or pmcxrv, M 



Megastore open for business 

A Hl!r.E pdentlnn m 


A HUGE extension at Tnro 
Extra Lakeside has Treated 45 
new jobs. 

The store, at the West 
Thurrock retail park, ts now 

more than loo.ooo «quare fpol 


centre, a foreign currency 
desk, an opticians and a Tesro 
Direct Desk where electrical 
goods, home furnishings and 
toys can he ordered 
It also houses an HO seat cafe 


Thurrock Menrap was chosen 
to open the store and 
representative Daphne 
Carpenter cut the ribbon with 
giant scissors 

Tssco donated £1.000 to the 


Echo Tuesday September 16 2008 


Residents 
get tough 
on car tax 

RESIDENTS have been urged to 
report mi taxed vehicles 
Those living on the Craylands 
ettate. Basildon, raised concerns 
over the number of untaxed vehi 
ck« in the area, at the Kryerni 
and Craylands Community Panel 
The DVLA can remove untaxed 
vehicles from the highway 
The discussion followed reports 
of untaxed vehicles being left at 
the side of the road and of cars 
being advertised for sale tn 
Whitmore Way 

Lisa Callaghan, antisocial 
behaviour team officer for St 
George s, said "The DVLA can 
only take away cars on a highway 

for being untaxed If they ar«* on 
other land we can arrange for 
them to be removed, but have to 
Issue a notice against the owner ” 
She said people could report 
untaxed vehicles through the 
^ 


ransacking the house 
The thieves stole two Nintendo DS 
games consoles. 20 games, a pink 
Afia laptop and a blue Advent 
laptop, a Tom Tom sat nav. a DVD 
camcorder and a digital camera 
They also took a diamond ring, 
gold hoop earn rigs and C350 
Witnesses to the break-in. between 
1 1pm on Fnday and 5am Saturday, 
can call Basildon police on 0300 
3334444 

Society hears 
fuschia talk 

• DOZENS of members of 
Wickford Horticultural Society 
heard a talk on fuschias by 
gardening expert Dave Green 
He presented slides showing the 
various types of this plant, from the 
hardy compact fuschias to the 
larger types. 

After the talk Mr Green answered 
questions from the audience. 

The group's next meeting will start 
at 8pm on Wednesday. September 
24. at the Catholic Church hall. 
London Road. Wickford 

More driving 

• BASILDON. Bttleocay and 


eer issues p 
save traveller 



Wickford Volunteer Centre is 
looking for volunteers to transport 
ekJerty and disabled people 
Drivers are needed to take them 
shopping, and for social, hospital, 
doctor and dentist visits. 

The service relies on volunteers to 
use own cars or drive a minibus. 
Volunteers can give as much or as 
little time as they are able to. 

To find out more call 01268 294797 
or e-mail sharon#bbwcvs.org.uk 

• A MOBILE phone and cash 
were stolen by burglars from a 
house in Lander Road, Grays. 
They forced their way in via 
the front door and stole a 
black Nokia mobile, bank 
cards and £120. 


□ Peer condemns 
'vindictive vandalism' 

□ Council to decide 
behind closed doors 

By JON AUSTIN 

jon*utbnenQ*-com 

A LIB Dem peer, two 
priests and a councillor 
are calling on Basildon 
Council to drop plans to 
remove a community cen- 
tre from the Dale Farm 
traveller site. 

Lord Avebury said the 
plans were a "vindictive and 
pointless act of vandalism" 
Councillors will hold a pri- 
vate discussion at tonight’s 
development control com 
mittee over what action to 
take about the wooden struc- 
ture which was put u p with 

Travellers at the site in 

Cray* Hill, near Billericay 
ignored council orders In 
July to remove the budding, 
known as St Christopher's 
Options before councillors 
include removal, prosecut 
ing landowner Martina 
McCarthy, compulsory pur 
chase orders, or allowing the 
building to remain tn place. 

Lord Avebury, a champion 
of travellers rights, has 
written to Stephen Hillier. 
committee chairman, ask mg 
him to hack St Christopher’s, 
which acts as a youth centre, 
chapel and school. 

Campaigners today plan to 
use the centre to send 
footage of evictions via the 
internet to an international 
Roma Gipsy conference tak 
ing place in Brussels 
Lord Avebury s letter said: 
“1 am appalled by the news 



■ Supporter - Lord 
Avebury opened the centre 

that Basildon Council 
intends to demolish the St 
Christopher Centre at Dale 
Farm, a facility that has 
already proved of great bene 
fit socially and educationally 
It would be a vindictive and 
pointless act of vandalism." 

T he travellers have asked | 
lor i be vote to be lakes m 
public, a «•■*» becked by the 
Echo, and plan to protest out- 
side tonight's meeting. 

They want nine speakers, 
including the Rev Father 
John Glynn, of our Lady of 
Good Counsel Church. Wick 1 
ford, the rev Robert Norwood 
and North Norfolk council 
lor Candy Sheridan, chair 
man of the Gypsy Council. 

Mr HUlier said he would 
not say anything in case it 
prejudiced the meeting. 

Council spokesman Ray 
McKay said “The council 
has tightened its procedures 
since the information com 
missioner criticised us for 
releasing personal informa 
tion. We will, therefore, not 
discuss in public or publish 
any material which c o nt ains 
the name of individuals 
against whom we are propos 
ing enforcement action.” 





^ Order one main 
meal from our 
regular restaurant 

j menu and , ] 

receive another j j 1 

absolutely free* 

Enjoy the sounds of Bradley 'The Piano Man’ as 
he plays live on our Grand Piano whilst you sit 
back and enjoy your meal 

• As part of the Buy One Main get One Main Free Promotion, 
customers will receive the lowest priced item Free 
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